
BACKGROUND 07 AIIBEDS MEM 
As far as is known, Berzins was born in Latvia (Liepaja), at the turn of the

century and haa had a college education in that conntry. During World earl he

was aotivdly enraged in fighti.nr for Latvia's independence. Due to his participa-
tion in the Struggle for Latvian Independence, he has made contacts with the
leadin ,; firures in the other two Baltic States. These contacts have proven
quite beneficial in his subsequent career as a Latvian 7over1anent of;acial and

are rtill partially active today in the refugee'etrurrles.

In the latter twenties, Derzins was elected as a representative to the Latvian

.Parliament (Saima) and served as a deputy in that body for several years, being

affiliated with the oNemkarmers o party.

In 1934 Pepsins was named as blaster for Public Affairs and Public Relations
and at the sane time served as second in command to the iiinlater of Interior.

Shortly before Latvia's occupation by the Soviets in 1940, Bermins was mod

Ninister of the Interior. He was also the chief of the Aizsargd (Home Ouards).
During the Russian occupation of the Baltic states, Berzins wife and children

were deported to Russia and Derzine hinself was forced to flee his residence
and seek refuge in the woods of Latvia.

During the Gasman occupation of Latvia, perzine van arrested by the authori-
ties and confined in a concentration can for a period of 33 months. Deming hie
incarceration in the Sanhsenhausen caw, he became very friendly with the Ukrain-

ian underground leaders Stetsko And PAndero. As a result Berzins has been quite
active in the AHN in Cernany and represented Latvia in this organization.

Bersins has stayed aloof from all internal emigree political squabbles, yet

has =Attained contact with all groups and enjoys their respect and esteem, as

he has been both a parliamentarial and an tr'wnist.,
Having imailrated to the US in the latter part of 1950, DernJts had applied

for a position with the Voice of America and later with the National Committee

for e Free Europe.' At the present time he is employed full time bk the latter

and on a part time, "attTimm . level by the former.
Bersins has delivered many speeches and written ..any articles for publication

Atrinr his career. The only ones available at present, hol;ever, are his book

entitleds "I Saw Vishinski Bc1shevize Latvian , pablishoe, by thol ,Avan Lerstion

WashAncton, D'C.. and his speech delivered at the to-ld'oon7ress of the ABB in

Edinhorough, Scotland.
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